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ADVERTISEMENT. 

T 	present Edition of the 	Bhagavad-Gita has no 	..f= i r, 

to entire novelty. 	The printed editions already existing are 

those of Calcutta, 1808, and of Bonn, 1.823 and 1846. 	The last: 

:  of these, which the illustrious Lassen produced from the ground- 

work of the no less illustrious Schlegel, is calculated, I believ 

.  to satisfy the most particular of pedants. 

If, then, it be asked why another edition is now offered to the  , 

public, I can only reply that the expense of that of Bonn, like 
s 	 i 
that, unfortunately, of most Oriental publications, is sufficient to 

11 

 warrant the production of a less costly work ; while the trans!  

lation of this poem, which I have just put forward, has ind 

me to think that several emendations and conjectures might be 

adopted 	even 	in 	the 	almost faultless work of such excellent 

' seliol,irs, with much advantage. 	Nay more. 	As will be seen in 

I the following remarks, there aic one or two alterations which arc 

absolutely necessary 	to the right interpretation of this 	poem. 
, Thus, while I have almost universally retained Lassen's readings 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

ce to those of the Calcutta edition, I have ventured in 

some places to suggest and adopt new ones which the sense 

required. 

The Bhagavad-Gita was, in all probability, originally written 

in the very form in which we have received it. 	It was composed 

at an age when book-making had become a well-known art 

among learned Brill-mans ; and it does not appear to me, as it 

has done to some, that any part of it:is to be attributed to another 

date or pen than the rest. 	The plan of the work would seem to 

have been a poem of exactly seven hundred couplets,—the 

chapters ending only where the particular subject of each was 

concluded. 	Interpolation was, therefore, scarcely possible ; nor is 

there any passage which would seem to be thoroughly corrupt or 

miscopied. 	The poem attained so great a celebrity in India, that 

its verses became proverbs in the mouths of the pious, while the 

literal 	meaning of the words is everywhere clear and simple. 

Thus 	the 	only alterations made arc those of single words or 

letters, and even these are so slight as very seldom to affect the 

sense. 

The manuscripts of the Bliagavad-Gitit, which were collated 

by Schlegel and Lassen, are thirteen in number, and all coincide 

   
  



ADVERTISEMENT. 

to a wonderful extent. 	Of these, four arc in the Bibliothil 

Imperiale at Paris, all in the Devanagari character ; seven in 

Library of the East India House; one in, the British Museum; 

while another was presented by Colebrooke to Schlegel, and is 

noW, I believe, in the Royal Library at Berlin. 	Not only is the 

likeness between these very striking, but 	it is even further 

extended to those MSS. which the Brahman Babarama employed 

for his edition of Calcutta, and those from which 'Wilkins and 

Galanos made their translations at 	Benares.• 	Wherever the 

MSS. differ, Schlegel and Lassen have made and defended a 

discreet choice, and in almost all cases I am content to follow in 

their footmarks. 	 • 

The following are the principal points of difference between 

the Bonn Edition, the various MSS., and the other Editions :- 

1. Most of the MSS., and the Calcutta Edition, have a long 
• 

prelude, consisting of an incantation formed of verses from the 

poem itself (descriptive of  .spirit), and of a  Agana, or pious 
1 	, 	. 

meditation, of much later date. 	These are very properly omitted, 

• For an account of the native commentaries, of which the principal belong to the 
fourte,uth century, and for further particulars as regards the MSS., we must refer the 
curious to the able and lengthy prefaces of Schlegel and Lassen to the Bonn Edition of 
1546. 

   
  



v1 	 A ovEnTISENIENT. 

as forming no integral portion of the poem, and belonging to an 

age when it had attained an extreme value, and was held in 

almost as great reverence as were the Vedas themselves. 

2. At the beginning of Chapter XIII., the Paris MS., D, has 

an additional shloka, evidently inserted by sonic studious and 

verse-making copyist who did not see his way very clearly 

through the explanations contained in this Chapter. It runs thus: 

II '41W4 341-1 H 
J 

:4A TIZN tiNi •%4 	s-4-51.4444 i 
irffwiA-- frirfil.  vrA i'zi -I i-za o 

(„:„.„..,,,„,,, 	it„— 1:11,11ult ef 1,16. 	 Other Roentlis, 	 runlet  111 

- --- 	--- 

	

- 	

1RTNi Z1-. 	-q. 

. 	
1 CtliCtit ta elli ( i, .ii 1,1 

	

r. q.171 	 r'74 	T'ail 1 	
S 	it Tr T I . 

	

: 	.? 	naliaidiai.ala 
37 	R4TW4T iI),.. and No. .5 .MS .q4T-al4TW . 	 . 	1 	in E. 	I. ltiat.c. 

II 	1 i 	S fn:)f T : 	 f- Mi.  : 	 Jr:ill:tat:I 	edit imp. i, 
I 	lihagavu(1-(; il A ...A. 

1 i 1 	2:1 	7.1-j7.4 	 '  an* 	 Mile. i il. ; 	Cal .. , il. 
:I, 	Malt. & 1,11(1. ]IS:,. 

21; 	-Eiiitql 	.e-41-*i- 	. 	c:iicutta oliti.))) 
. 	.), 

.;J 	lj: 	74 	 ir9ii(=4.R.f.ii) If ride. ed.; 	c:d4,. rd. 
I 	Mali. ;  and tli.• 	hod. 

% H I 	'' 	"RTwjl'alrfil9T 	*4 14TTWilTrfi:MTic,1 1,. t(1.; c:(1, . , it. 
1lMab.;& 	I 	l'Aqi,I. 	Al :•••:• 

1't 	-NW: 	 47:[: 	 ('aktitl a tql il ion 

2(  ' 	S wit '64 vrn, 	WM.)" SWIFTR, 	cakatla ,,liti.ai 
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417-1774T Calentta ed. Mali. 
-.:. 	. 

	

Tww;74 	71, 
:::. 	• 17w zmirn, , ( 'itleutta edition 

(All the MSS. and ' 	ITV.FAZI TWIN 1 editions 
Wale. ed.; and Cale. 

Di 147-4- zr fiwi 1. ed. 31ah. 
(Cale. ed. 311111. : 	& 

28 Nflif4f* mfirisT 1 Berlin us. 
' l'izi ff-i.' (Cale. ed.; Cale. ed. 

Of all.; .3  Loud. )ISS. 

13 
,..,, 

vITIT 
Pale. 	ed. ; 	Cale. 	td 

2. 31  aii.  ; 	and Ni. 5 	I:. 

i 	1 	2 
.., 

'3;141"F 
7l .a I 	llott,k. 

I alcatta edition vrq-i'WA 

13 alfT11:1 vrq3ifwf- Calcutta edition 

I 1 12 arrfimi 1 wpilwi.  (%iitutta t.dition 
f Cab. ed. Mall. ; & 

28 Wf—KW: *ZitffiT: 1 2 London MSS. 
11 3' 

64 
fq141-ff 	1-4T:rf 
TzTifalTjm- 	'  -1-T- flifki'r 

Calcutta edition 

cale. cd.( misprint 
iC;11e. 	ed. ; 	Cale. 	e.1. 

66  iirfZilinfif 	41TffiraTfir i 	'mob.; and  No. 5 I.. 
L 	1. House. 

7i 11-7?if* TITIR4 { col. rd. mai, 	; and N... 
5 I.:. I. 	House. 

('ale.  ed. ; and all 
78  144Tuilf IiNT 	NW tiklif4T si 	 , ' 	hiri, air's.  

   
  



.., Viii 	 ADVERTISEMENT. 

	

Such are the principal corrections 	and conjectures 	intro- 

duced\ 	with much reason by the learned editors of Bonn. 

1•  

The following are the points of difference between the present 

. Edition and that of Bonn, 1846 :— 

Chap. I., shl. 37 : 	j'a 	'm
.  14 V4ra lT4, . -Twq 	 This reading l 

is only supported by the Calcutta Edition of the Mahabhiirata, 

and No. 5 of the London MSS.; but it appears to me to suit the 

aby sense far better, and to be confirmed 	the kzm* which imme- 

diately follows. 

Chap. III., shl. 23: q4.-44 for T4zi. 	This is the common 

reading found in the Calcutta Edition and that of the Malta- 
p 

hhArata, and all the London MSS. 	Schlegel had adopted aThsr 

from 	 idea a conjecture, under the 	that the root 'qwwas never 

used in the Parasmai-pada, except in the future conditional' and 

1  desiderative. 	Of such use, how,ever, we have another instance in 

Chap. XV., shl. 4, of our poem, and in the present and first 

preterite tenses in 1Maliabharata, I., 4832; 	III, 14666 and else- 

' where, and it may therefore stand. 	Lida Lassen's note in the 
) 

Addenda, pp. 292. 

• Chap. IV., shl. 23: wAvi for mmi. 	This is a conjecture 
.., 	4 

of my own, and I ant not aware that it is supported by any of the 
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MSS. 	It is, however, so loudly demanded by the sense, and the 

change of li to ti is so slight, that 	1 do not hesitate in adopting 

it. 	Tr*, when used absolutely, without 	anything- depending on 
J 

it, can have no other meaning than that of • finally emancipated.' 

which is evidently nut intended 	here. 	Schlegel 	translates 	it 

, exsoluti," which 	gives no clue to 	the sense. 	'Wilkins 	has, 

• freed from the bonds of action,' hut 	I am not aware of  any 

authority 	for 	the 	words 	supplied ; 	while 	(;:thinos, 	following 

probably some recent scholiast, gives (i7ra0;ic. 	The translator- 

thus stem to have hurried past the word, on which they were 

evidently not very clear, as quickly as possible. 	The change tit 

T{ tow would remove all difficulty, and the translation  NV011111 la 

what I have given it. 

Chap. V., shl. :21 : 74: -9# for zinT1*. 	The latter is 	the 

tannmon reading, but in spite of this and the able defence of it 
# 

made by Schlegel, 	I confess the construction scums 	to me se 

refined and unusual; and the absence of the usual balance of tin 

relative and independent sentence so harsh, that I cannot retrain 

from adopting the suggestion which 	Schlegel Iiiis 	made only h, 
• 

discountenance. 

Chap. VII., ,111. ;„_)9: "IlliTTifTW7:1 f"i  "MTTRTITTITTZI 

   
  



ADVERTISEMENT. 

In this correction 	1 am 	supported only by the translation of 

1;alanos. 	Liberation from birth and death, is liberation from the 

necessity of regeneration. 	Mere freedom from the pains of old 

ate might be obtained in the heavens of the deities, just as well 

as by final emancipation. 

( hap. IX., shl. 7 : 	Rifilm--j-  for zoliw—f. 	This correction is 

supported by Lassen in a note on the word, and 1 cannot under-

stand why it was not draughted into the text, or at least ranked 

among the Errata. 

t asap. XIV., shl. 23: mimikgr# fur Int-AgM. Sec Lassen's 
so 

note on this word. 

Chap. XVIII., shl. -1;3 : wqwsi for vr-4 	'iii. 	This is the 

loading of the Paris MS. B.; and No. 5, both text and Scholia, 

of the London MSS. 	It is better, as corresponding to -4.--vwli 

# 	in the preceding shloka. 	Schlegel approves it in his tnote, but 

does not adopt it in the text. 

Chap. 	XVII I., 	shl. 71 : 	iii)-  MiirtiTWM, f"1. TM: TM: ss 
711,Tf-i-rwrA. 	This is a conjecture of my own. 	The passage, as 

it 	...hinds in the vulgar 	reading, must 	be translated,' Even lie, 
• 

being finally emancipated, may attain to the good regions of the 

IL..upright doers.' 	These legions, however, are those of the gods: 
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material regions, from which the soul sooner or later returns 

again to earth, to undergo a new regeneration. 	But if the soul 

lw finally emancipated, it is united with the Supreme Being, and 

does not proceed to one of those regions, but is free from all 

possibility of regeneration on earth. 	Standin , absolutely, as it 

doe, here, Tog has the sense of being finally emancipated, and, 

. 

: 
1 	 4  

i

'  in order to make the sentence clear, some ablative must be sup- 

, plied after irw, in order to deprive it of its absolute meaning, 
i 	.1 t 	. •' since it 	is clear that the w)' 	rw, Uqilittf 1 	refers 	to the 

regions over which the deities preside, and not to the being of the 
1.Supreme  One, which cannot be expressed by the plural number, 

t 
being one and simple. 	Since, then,  T4n: is absolute, we must 4 

4 

not be satisfied with  understanding  an ablative depending on it, 

bot must actually supply one in the text. 	This is done very 

easily, by converting naTTIT 	into Ing-orff, which simply 
I 

necessitates the replacing of the  anuswara  over nmilibAlm...  by 

the sign s before it. 	The sense of the context and the whole 

passage is then rendered clear. , In shls. 68 and 69 he speaks of 

the Brahman who transmits the Yoga doctrines to his fellow- 

creatures, and is rewarded by final emancipation. 	In shl. 70 

he mentions the Brahman students and Kshatriyas who study 

i 
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fr 

	 ADvmmsEmLN.,... 

-  ose doctrines, and are rewarded by final 

greater or less number of transmigrations. 

emancipation, after a 

In 	this 	shloka he 

speaks of the lower orders, as Vaishyas and Shildras, who, being 

1  ignorant of the pure Sanskrit tongue, could learn these doctrines 

only from the mouth of their instructors the BrAllmans, and 

from the inferiority of their knowledge, would be rewarded only 

by a residence in the material worlds of the deities. 	c .,ompare 

the note on this passage in it 	translation. 

I have now done enough to weary the reader with pedantic 

niceties, which can interest 	but 	a tew, and those rather of 	:I 

German than an English turn of mind. 	It is, however, the duty 

of an Editor to state and defend the corrections which he makes 

'  in the work of his predecessors, and it is 

reader to pass over whatever he chooses. 

the privilege of the 

.1. 	( 	'. 	'1' .  

NED:, :1p/ II, 1855. 
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